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the use of the public authority for their private benefit.
These cliques started in Naples, and the system was
called Spagnolismo, from the old Spanish territory in
which it took its rise.1 At first they were kept down
by the active work of national regeneration, but after
the Left came to power in 1876, they spread like
tubercles throughout the whole body politic, although
they are still most highly developed in the south.
Here the social conditions are peculiarly suited to
them, and they extend from the rural communes,
where they are interwoven with family ties, and the old
family feuds, all through the political system, to the
minister and the deputies who form his personal retinue.
Some communes and provinces are, indeed, excellently
governed, but in others a clique perverts the local
administration into an instrument for promoting the
private interests of its members, and even for oppress-
ing its foes. Goods belonging to the friends of the
clique have, it is said, been known to be passed through
the municipal custom house free of duty, while those
of its enemies were heavily assessed;2 and this does
not seem to be the only method in which the power to
levy local taxes has been grossly abused.3 It is com-

1 One of the most authoritative and forcible descriptions of this aspect
of Italian politics has been given by the late Marco Minghetti, in his
book, / Partiti Politid. See, also, Jacini, I Conservators; Turiello,
Governo e Govemati in Italia. The last of these writers gives an interest-
ing account of the recent history and condition of the Neapolitan prov-
inces. Id., Fatti, p. 134: et seq. For the state of Sicily in this respect,
see San Ginliano, Le Conditione Presente della Sicttia; Colajanni, In
Sicttia.

* Minghetti, 16., p. 175.

1 Colajanni, chaps, viii. and ix.; San Giuliano, pp. 116-17.